
Business opportunities
in research and innovation

SIDE EVENT: 
Webinar: European cohesion for local businesses

18th European Week of Regions and Cities
21 October 2020

Iulia Mihail

Senior counsellor, Ministry of Education and Research

Director – ROST (Romanian Office for Science and 
Technology to the European Union)

iulia.mihail@research.gov.ro



H2020 – European Innovation Council Pilot (1)

The European Innovation Council (EIC) pilot supports researchers and 
innovators developing breakthrough innovations with the potential to 
create new markets and boost jobs, growth and prosperity in Europe.

(i) the EIC Pathfinder pilot (grant only)

FET-Open Early-stage, science and technology research by 
interdisciplinary consortia exploring visionary ideas for radically new 
future technologies that challenge current paradigms and venture into 
the unknown. Open to research into any area of technology, it aims to 
attract new, high-potential research and innovation players.

FET-Proactive Cutting edge-high-risk/ high reward research and 
innovation projects that aim to firmly establish the future potential of a 
new and promising demonstrate a new technological paradigm within a 
pre-defined scope.



H2020 – European Innovation Council Pilot (2)

(ii) the EIC Accelerator pilot (grant only and blended finance)

SME Instrument Close-to-market and projects with a potential to 
scale up of a single SME established in EU Member States or Horizon 
2020 associated countries. 

Other Calls:

Fast Track to Innovation (FTI) Close-to-market projects of consortia 
with three to five entities from at least three different EU Member States 
or Horizon 2020 associated countries. Industry must participate. 
Interdisciplinary approaches encouraged.

Blended finance means a financial support to an action, consisting in a 
combination of a grant with an investment in equity. 



H2020 – European Innovation Council Pilot (3)

Other actions:

Horizon Prizes Horizon Prizes boost breakthrough innovation by 
fostering solutions to challenges which bring major benefits to society.

Support Actions help to optimise the impact of EU investment in EIC 
innovators and innovations; they contribute to building an EIC 
community and a vision underpinning a possible future EIC.

https://ec.europa.eu/research/eic/index.cfm

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-
tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/home



H2020 – Calls Open & RO performance

European Green Deal Call – 20 topics – deadline: 26 January 2021

How Romania performs:

Funding received: 234,2 M EUR – 0,45% of EU total – SME: 27,84 M EUR 

Number of grant agreements signed: 878 – 3,11% of  EU total

Number of organisations involved: 1344 – 1,02% of EU total – SME: 189

Success rate: 12,47% - 12,02% EU average

EIC participation: 29 – 0,41% of EU total

SME Instrument: 12

Seal of Excellence – 44

Experts: 770 – 61,17% female

Number of project coordinators: 88



H2020 – RO top 10 SMEs



EU contribution to R&I (EUR)

Framework programme H2020: 19,20 %

European Regional Development Fund (ERDF): 77,8%

European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development (EAFRD): 3%



EIC in Horizon Europe (1)

The EIC aims at identifying and supporting breakthrough 
technologies and innovations with the potential to scale up 
internationally and become market leaders. 

It supports all stages from R&D on the scientific underpinnings of 
breakthrough technologies, to validation and demonstration of 
breakthrough technologies and innovations to meet real world needs, to 
the development and scaling up of start-ups and small and medium 
enterprises.



EIC in Horizon Europe (2)

Financial support is provided through two main instruments: 

� the ‘Pathfinder’ for advanced research on breakthrough 
technologies; and 

� the ‘Accelerator’ for individual companies to develop and scaleup
breakthrough innovations with high risk and high impact. 

In addition ‘Transition’ funding provides a bridge between advanced 
research outputs, their application and market and user needs.  

All EIC supported projects and companies have access to a range of 
Business Acceleration Services providing access to leading 
expertise, corporates, investors and ecosystem actors. 

The EIC also provides additional activities such as prizes or iCapital
(European Capital of Innovation Awards).



European Partnerships in Horizon Europe

The aim of European partnerships with EU and associated 
countries, the private sector, foundations and other stakeholders is to 
deliver on global challenges and modernise industry.

(1) Co-programmed European Partnerships
Partnerships between the Commission and private and/or public partners. They are 

based on memoranda of understanding and/or contractual arrangements.

(2) Co-funded European Partnerships
Partnerships involving EU countries, with research funders and other public authorities at 

the core of the consortium.

(3) Institutionalised European Partnerships
Partnerships where the EU participates in research and innovation funding programmes 

that are undertaken by EU countries - require legislative proposals from the Commission 

and are based on a Council Regulation (Article 187) or a Decision by the European 

Parliament and Council (Article 185). They are implemented by dedicated structures 

created for that purpose.



ESIF – Romania (1)

Competitiveness Operational Program 2014-2020 (POC)

Priority axis: 1. Research, technological development and innovation in support of 

economic competitiveness and business development.

Investment priority: PI1a Strengthen research and innovation, infrastructure and capacity 

building to develop R&D excellence, as well as promote centres of expertise, especially 

those of European interest

Specific Objective: 1.2 Increasing the Romanian participation in research at EU level

Type of project: 

• Research-innovation projects for both research organizations and enterprises: RO-

ECSEL, COMPLEMENT, RO-EIT, RO-ESFRI-ERIC.

• Research and innovation projects for small and medium enterprises: FINALIST-IMM.

• Support projects for research organizations: CENTRE-SUPORT.

• R&D infrastructure investment projects for research organizations: CATEDRE-ERA, 

TEAMING.



ESIF – Romania (2)

Nr. crt Acronim Solicitant E-mail

1 UPB4H UNIVERSITATEA POLITEHNICA DIN BUCURESTI nicoleta.ignat@upb.ro

2 ACCESS2020 UNIVERSITATEA TEHNICĂ "GHEORGHE ASACHI" DIN IAŞI nlucanu@etti.tuiasi.ro

3 CeS-UTCN UNIVERSITATEA TEHNICA DIN CLUJ - NAPOCA Ovidiu.Nemes@imadd.utcluj.ro

4 CESP
INSTITUTUL NATIONAL DE CERCETARE-DEZVOLTARE 

PENTRU GEOLOGIE SI GEOECOLOGIE MARINA -
GEOECOMAR

centru.suport@geoecomar.ro 
dana.vasile@geoecomar.ro

5 HUB-Ucv UNIVERSITATEA DIN CRAIOVA spinu_cezar@yahoo.com

6
Centru Suport pentru IEM proiecte de cercetare – inovare competitive in 

Orizont 2020
INSTITUTUL DE ECONOMIE MONDIALA smpoladian@gmail.com

7 PREPARE
INSTITUTUL NATIONAL DE CERCETARE-DEZVOLTARE 

PENTRU OPTOELECTRONICA INOE 2000 INCD
flori@inoe.ro

8 CESMIN
INSTITUTUL NATIONAL DE CERCETARE- DEZVOLTARE 
PENTRU MICROTEHNOLOGIE - IMT BUCURESTI INCD

carmen.moldovan@imt.ro

9 SupportTM UNIVERSITATEA DE VEST TIMISOARA
florin.fortis@e-uvt.ro, 

fortis@info.uvt.ro

10 CeSO2020-UBB UNIVERSITATEA BABES BOLYAI - UBB fondurieuropene@ubbcluj.ro

11 BioNanoTech INSTITUTUL DE CHIMIE MACROMOLECULARA "PETRU PONI" rusu_teodora@yahoo.com



Thank you for your attention!


